
H O U S I N G  M AT T E R S

BC Housing partners with private and non-pro� t housing 
providers, other levels of government, health authorities, and 
community groups to increase a� ordable housing options for 
British Columbians in greatest need. Whether through public 
housing, assistance to non-pro� t and co-op housing providers, 
or rent assistance in the private market, more than 85,000 
households in British Columbia bene� t from government-
subsidized housing. 

Housing Matters BC
In October 2006, the Province launched Housing Matters BC, a 
comprehensive strategy to help those most in need access 
safe, a� ordable housing. The strategy provides programs 
and resources that are helping British Columbians, from the 
homeless to low-income working families, meet their housing 
needs. Several new and expanded measures were introduced 
under the provincial housing strategy  in October 2007 to help 
break the cycle of homelessness. 

Rent supplement programs 
BC Housing o� ers both a Rental Assistance Program for 
low-income working families and the Shelter Aid for Elderly 
Renters (SAFER) program. The Rental Assistance Program gives 
cash assistance to eligible low-income working families to help 
them meet their monthly rent payments in the private market. 
SAFER provides cash assistance to eligible residents of British 
Columbia who are age 60 or over and pay rent in the private 
market.

Programs for seniors and people with disabilities
Independent Living BC (ILBC) is a unique housing-for-health 
program that provides housing and support services to people 
who need some support but not 24-hour institutional care. 
Like ILBC, Seniors’ Supportive Housing (SSH) o� ers residents 
who are not yet ready for assisted living the opportunity to 
stay in their homes longer. Seniors enjoy the bene� ts of living 
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independently in their chosen communities 
with supports such as meals, housekeeping, 
24-hour response and social activities. ILBC 
and SSH units are part of the British Columbia 
government’s commitment to provide 5,000 
net-new residential care beds, assisted living 
units and supportive housing with home 
support units by the end of 2008. The Province 
met this commitment in September 2008.

Aboriginal programs
BC Housing works closely with the Aboriginal 
Housing Management Association to 
achieve the common goal of Aboriginal self-
management, self-reliance, and self-su�  ciency, 
and the provision of safe, a� ordable housing 
for Aboriginal people. Through the Aboriginal 
Housing Initiative, BC Housing is creating 
more than 200 o� -reserve Aboriginal housing 
units across the province, in partnership 
with Aboriginal housing organizations. The 
developments funded under this initiative are 
targeted at a range of Aboriginal populations 
with housing needs and priorities including 
youth, women, elders, and people with 
alcohol and drug addictions. Based in eight 
communities across the province, Aboriginal 
Homeless Outreach Program teams 
receive annual funding of $500,000 from 
BC Housing. They connect with homeless 
Aboriginal people and link them to culturally 
appropriate supports and services. The 
Province also currently subsidizes more than 
3,000 Aboriginal housing units and provides 
funding and support to Aboriginal non-pro� t 
housing societies through other programs 
like Independent Living BC and the Provincial 
Homelessness Initiative.

Breaking the cycle of homelessness
The Provincial Homelessness Initiative 
(PHI) provides funding for non-pro� t housing 
developments with support services that 
address homelessness. More than 4,000 
PHI units have been allocated in more than 
25 communities across the province. The 
Emergency Shelter Program provides 
funding to homeless shelters and drop-
in centres providing gateway services to 
connect people who are homeless with the 
housing and support services they need to 
break the cycle of homelessness. About 1,500 
shelter beds are available year-round and the 
program can fund up to 1,100 additional beds 
during extreme winter conditions. Funding 
has increased so shelters can work more 
e� ectively with their clients and most shelters 
are now open 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. Outreach workers with non-pro� t 
organizations are working in 47 communities 
as part of the Homeless Outreach Program. 
Workers directly assist people who are living 
on the streets, providing links to housing, 
income assistance and support services. The 
Province has committed $10 million to fund 
pre-development costs for new social and 
supportive housing on city-owned sites in 
Vancouver, Victoria, Surrey, Kelowna, Nanaimo, 
Campbell River, Maple Ridge, and Abbotsford. 
This means approximately 1,970 new housing 
units will be developed in partnership with 
these local governments and non-pro� t 
housing societies, to help provide housing 
for people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. 
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