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SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION
The Northeast has been the focus of oil and gas exploration in BC for more than 50 
years. Recently, rising world demand for energy, new exploration technologies and 

Communities in the Northeast are growing again. In 2005, about 500 new businesses 
were created between Dawson Creek, Fort St. John and Fort Nelson. Most jobs are 
in relation to the oil and gas industry, but some result from renewed coal mining and 
forestry. The region’s unemployment rate dropped from 11.9% in June 2002 to 4.4% in 
October 2005.

new challenges for Northeast municipalities, particularly the need to replace 

spend at their discretion, based on community needs. None of this money is explicitly 

1.1 BACKGROUND

about the opportunities and challenges associated with the rapid expansion of the 

concern in all communities.

Responsible for Housing1  to further explore the issues related to 
housing in the Northeast. This led to a decision to host a series of housing forums and 

CitySpaces Consulting Ltd. was engaged to assist MEMPR, MRH and BC Housing to 

1.2 HOUSING FORUMS AND CONSULTATIONS

1

Range and Minister Responsible for Housing
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• a presentation by the consultants related to housing demand and supply in the 

on past and potential partnerships. 

Approximately 170 people attended one or more forums throughout the region.

directed to Appendix B for a full transcription of the notes taken by facilitators in the 
small group discussions.

1.3 COMMUNITY PROFILES

Appendix A.

• Housing Affordability by Household Type, 2003.
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key informants. 

experiences are:

• Oil and gas companies

assistance.

• Resort employers

mining companie

business employees. The employer pays the down payment. The corporation 

• Also in Alberta, there are businesses that buy small homes, refurbish and 

communities.

The table on the following pages is a compilation of the statistics contained in 

municipalities.
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