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COVID 19 ADDENDUM 
To provide the residential construction industry with more current information during the COVID 19 pandemic, this addendum 
focuses on new home registrations since the start of 2020. 

 

New Home Registrations  

 In the first seven months of 2020, 18,370 new homes were registered1 in B.C., down 26.8% from 2019.  
 

 So far in 2020, July had the highest number of new home registrations at 3,007. This monthly increase was driven by both 
improvements in multi-unit enrollments3 and purpose-built rental4 registrations.   
 

 However, the decline in total registrations in 2020 to date continues to be primarily driven by lower multi-unit enrollments.  
 

Figure 1: Registered New Homes, 2019-2020 Year-to-Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Jan 1-15 Jan 15-31 Feb 1-15 Feb 16-
28/29

Mar 1-15 Mar 16-31 Apr 1-15 Apr 16-30 May 1-15 May 16-31 Jun 1-15 Jun 16-30 Jul 1-15 Jul 16-31

2019 591 1,741 1,709 1,384 3,189 1,469 2,822 1,922 1,801 1,944 1,117 2,301 1,490 1,617

2020 1,905 1,042 1,589 1,222 1,179 1,183 1,487 1,330 1,402 920 1,124 966 1,684 1,337

3-year Average 956 2,618 1,314 1,301 2,381 1,596 1,824 2,104 2,244 1,603 1,638 1,801 2,030 1,954
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Single Detached Highlights  

 In the first seven months of 2020, 5,434 new single detached homes were registered2 in B.C.  Compared with the same period 
in 2019, single detached registrations have increased 2.7% in 2020.  

 

Figure 2: Registered Single Detached Homes, 2019-2020 Year-to-Date 
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Feb 16-
28/29

Mar 1-15 Mar 16-31 Apr 1-15 Apr 16-30 May 1-15 May 16-31 Jun 1-15 Jun 16-30 Jul 1-15 Jul 16-31

2019 266 440 386 282 441 390 425 394 410 398 316 347 367 431

2020 240 452 350 417 447 466 365 364 386 377 396 389 394 391

3-year Average 323 515 436 418 504 500 474 522 520 533 458 472 423 502
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Enrolled Multi-unit Highlights  

 In first seven months of 2020, 7,527 new multi-unit homes were enrolled3 in B.C. Compared with the same period in 2019, 
multi-unit enrollments declined 39.9%.  
 

 While multi-unit enrollments are historically variable from month to month, July represented a 71.4% increase compared to 
June and was the highest since April (1,397) at 1,169 units. 
 

 When comparing against previous years, 2020 has had the lowest number of multi-unit enrollments between January and 
July since 2009 (2,262) but is most comparable with 2011 (7,566). 
 

Figure 3: Enrolled Multi-unit Homes, 2019-2020 Year-to-Date 
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2019 152 1,100 461 667 2,196 1,024 1,315 1,460 905 1,165 599 796 254 427

2020 1,465 360 238 447 540 457 950 447 605 167 273 409 798 371

3-year Average 345 1,451 432 681 1,366 847 923 1,382 1,105 818 944 822 941 851
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Purpose-built Rental Highlights  

 In the first seven months of 2020, 5,409 purpose-built rental units4 were registered in B.C. Compared with the same period in 
2019 the number of registered rental units in 2020 have decreased 25.7%, but still represent an increase of 14.9% compared 
to 2018.  
 

 While rental unit registrations4 are historically variable from month to month, there were 1,067 rental units registered in July, 
making it the second highest month so far in 2020 and a 71.3% increase compared to June.   

 

Figure 4: Purpose-built Rental Units, 2019-2020 Year-to-Date 
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2019 173 201 862 435 552 55 1,082 68 486 381 202 1,158 869 759

2020 200 230 1,001 358 192 260 172 519 411 376 455 168 492 575

3-year Average 287 652 446 201 511 249 428 200 619 252 236 507 665 600
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Background and Methodology  End Notes 

BC Housing is responsible for the administration of the 
Homeowner Protection Act, with a mandate to help bring about 
improvements in the quality of residential construction and 
increase consumer protection for buyers of new homes in 
British Columbia (B.C.). Under the Act, all new homes in the 
province must be registered with BC Housing. The registration 
of new homes in the public registry must occur prior to the 
issuance of building permits and housing starts. The new 
homes registry data measures residential construction 
activities at the beginning of a project before construction 
commences. Therefore, information in the Monthly New Homes 
Registry Report is a leading indicator of housing activity in B.C.  
  

New home registration data is collected from Licensed 
Residential Builders and owner builders through the New Home 
Registration forms and Owner Builder Authorization 
applications. Over time, some minor adjustments may be made 
to the new home registration data as registrations are 
withdrawn or cancelled from home warranty insurance.  
 

This report provides information on registered new homes by 
building type, building size, and building location. Figures for 
registered new homes include both multi-unit and single 
detached new homes enrolled with home warranty insurance, 
Owner Builder Authorizations, and, since the August 2016 
report, purpose-built rental buildings that are exempt from 
home warranty insurance.  
 

CSA-approved manufactured homes (modular homes, mobile 
homes and factory-built homes), floating homes, non-stratified 
hotels, motels, dormitories and care facilities are excluded from 
the definition of new home and are not reflected in the report. 
 

Geographical terms in this publication are based on Statistics 
Canada’s 2006 Census area. In February 2009, the regional 
district of Comox-Strathcona was replaced by two successor 
regional districts, Comox Valley and Strathcona.   
 

Research 
In collaboration with BC Housing, the Bank of Canada 
conducted a study to assess whether or not new home 
registration data can be used as a leading indicator for 
economic activity in B.C. Study findings reveal that quarterly 
increases in new registrations for single detached homes have 
statistically significant predictive content for growth in real 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) over the next one to three 
quarters, providing stronger signals compared to housing starts 
and building permits over this forecast horizon. To view the 
report, go to the Staff Discussion Papers section on the Bank of 
Canada’s website. 

 1 Registered new homes includes: single detached and multi-unit homes 
enrolled in home warranty insurance, single detached homes 
constructed by an owner builder not covered by home warranty 
insurance, and purpose-built rental units that are exempt from home 
warranty insurance. Before August 2016, calculations of registered new 
homes in this report excluded purpose-built rental units. 
2 Registered new single detached homes includes new single detached 
homes enrolled with home warranty insurance or with Owner Builder 
Authorizations issued by the Registrar. 
3 Enrolled new multi-unit homes refers to new homes in multi-unit 
buildings (two or more dwelling units) enrolled with home warranty 
insurance. 

4 Purpose-built rental refers to new rental homes in multi-unit buildings 
that qualify for exemption from home warranty insurance. These 
exempted homes must be constructed for rental purposes, including 
social housing, and have a restrictive covenant registered on title 
restricting the sale of any dwelling unit for a 10-year period. Rental 
homes with a covenant may however be captured under “enrolled new 
multi-unit homes” if the unit is voluntarily enrolled with home warranty 
insurance. 
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