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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

EXERCISE INTENT

Follows successful completion of online PDBA RDA Course

Gives participants the opportunity to complete;

• The Rapid Damage Assessment  Form

• PDBA Placard
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
EXERCISE INSTRUCTION

Participants will be provided with the following;

• Exercise Scenario

• A set of photographs of a building to be assessed

• Rapid Damage Assessment Forms

• Placards (Green, Yellow and Red).
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
EXERCISE FORMAT

The exercise will consist of;

• Scenario

• Safety Briefing

• Technical Briefing

• Assessment of a Building

• Review and discussion of results
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
EXERCISE TIMING

• Following the technical briefing, participants will have 30 minutes to fill out a
Rapid Damage Assessment form and applicable placard
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
SCENARIO
In the last two days there has been significant rainfall combined with snow melt 

which has resulted in flooding of parts of Yorkton.

A State of Local Emergency has been declared by the Mayor. 

An evacuation order has been issued for areas along the river in the flood plain. 

The local Search and Rescue (SAR) team has been deployed to assist and rescue 

people in the worst flooded areas.

The six (6) Rapid Damage Teams have been assembled and are starting to assess 

building in areas where the water level is now dropping.
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
SAFETY BRIEFING

Your Safety – Your top Priority

Use of PPE – Safety Boots, Hard Hat, high visibility vests, dust mask

Use of the Buddy system – (minimum size of an RDA Team is two persons)

Daylight – Assessment are only to be done during daylight hours

Flood Hazards

• Fast Flowing water – to be avoided

• Deep water – check depth before stepping into water vests
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
SAFETY BRIEFING (Continued)

Utilities

The known status of utilities will be reviewed. In this scenario the power to the 

area of the “Flats” has been turned off.

Weather Related precautions

Depending on weather, hazards such as heat exhaustion or hypothermia will be 

reviewed. This will include symptoms and actions to be taken by the individual 

impacted and the team

vests
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
SAFETY BRIEFING (Continued)  - Review of the RDA A, B, Cs
A – AREA
Depends on status of utilities
Safety distance for a downed power line – 10 metres (treat as live unless you 
know otherwise)

B- BUILDING
When walking around a building watch for holes, septic tanks
Check meters to the building to whether power or gas is still being supplied 

C- CONTENTS
Do not step into water that may be energised
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
TECHNICAL BRIEFING

Review of RDA Form
1. Assessment – review jurisdiction and ID, date/time and whether exterior or interior

2. Building Description – address important, may not know type of construction or primary
occupancy but the map will provide clues plus check “Street view – Google Maps”

• Number of Storeys above ground – windows will be an indicator

• Number of Storeys below ground – look for window openings below ground floor

POST-DISASTER BUILDING ASSESSMENT

RDA Discussion Excercise 231108



RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
TECHNICAL BRIEFING Review of RDA Form (Continued)

3. Observed Conditions
There are two main scenarios during flooding, depending on where the building is located.

• The first and most common is flood waters entering a building without pushing the

building off foundation or significant loss of ground around the building.

• The second and more likely to occur, in close proximity to a river, is when there is

erosion of ground that may lead to undermining of the foundation of the building

leading potential collapse and being washed away.
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
TECHNICAL BRIEFING Review of RDA Form (Continued)

THE MOST CRITICAL OBSERVATION
In comments on the form please reference the height of the flood water i.e. high water 
mark to the main (ground floor) of building
For example – “High water mark was 1.2 metres above the ground floor”

POSTING
RESTRICTED USE – YELLOW PLACARD
This will be the case when flood waters have risen above the electrical outlets in a 
basement or ground floor thereby causing a restriction as the electrical system has been 
compromised. 
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
TECHNICAL BRIEFING Review of RDA Form (Continued)

UNSAFE – RED PLACARD
This will be the case when flood waters have either pushed the building partially or totally 
off foundation, or there is significant undermining of the foundation due to loss of ground 
near the building. 
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Flooding “Minor – None” rating
INSPECTED

Guidance for evaluations – Flooding
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Flooding - “Moderate” rating
RESTRICTED USE
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
TECHNICAL BRIEFING (Continued)
USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS

• Take photo of building / foundation from the street side

• Do not take photos of people

• Take photo of Yellow Placard if and when posted on the building

NOT PERMITTED ON PROPERTY
• Do not complete the assessment
• Make a note – Denied entry to property and/ or building

CAUTION TAPE
Use as practical to identify any hazards around buildings
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RAPID DAMAGE ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
DEPLOYMENT
Following the safety briefing and technical briefing you as part of one of the RDA 

teams have been sent out to an area called “The Flats” to assess building near the 

River.

Open the folder marked photographs. 

There are 4 photos (one per side) of a building on River Road. 
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Photograph 1 -

PDBA – Rapid Damage Assessment Exercise
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Photograph 2 -

PDBA – Rapid Damage Assessment Exercise

RDA Discussion Excercise 231108



Photograph 3 -

PDBA – Rapid Damage Assessment Exercise
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Photograph 4 -

PDBA – Rapid Damage Assessment Exercise
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Please complete RDA Assessment Form and Placard
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