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POST-DISASTER BUILDING ASSESSMENTS
There are different types of assessments to meet different needs
AREA RAPID DETAILED ENGINEER
e Alsocalled Windshield * Visual assessmentfor life * Follow-up to Rapid * Professional assessments
Assessment safety issues and usability assessments as required * Completed on Complex &
* Provides approximate * Informs Ops & Planning * Requires more time and Highly Complex buildings
location and extent of * Typically 10-30 minutes specialized knowledge * May include geotechnical
damage (community level) per building * Might expose hidden areas or other credentialed
* Completed from vehicleor * Placardsposted oneach to assess utilities, identify professionals
aerial /droneoverflight building specific concerns * Requires significanttime
STANDARD RESPONSE RESOURCE REQUESTS TEAM COMPOSITION
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Save Lives » Utilize Mutual Aid agreements * Local area guides recommended for
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Protect Critical Infrastructure

Protect Property

Reduce Economic & Social
Losses

COMMON TERMINOLOGY

Assessment Forms — Specially
designed to collectcritical building
information

BAR - Building Assessor Registry —
g\ BC Housing managled fatabaseof EOC ORGANIZATIONALSTRUCTURE
amage assessor volunteers

CDA - Coordination of Damage
Assessment
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Overall status of event

Safety Concerns & Actions
Priorities and Assignments
Contact Information & Reporting
Equipment Familiarization
Review of Assessment Criteria
Meals and other logistics

Review of day’s activities
Summary of findings

Feedback on Assessments

Ask forissues or concerns
Collectinformation to pass along
Preview for next day

Reminder of Worker Care

NouswnpE
NouswnpE

Policy Group

Mutual Aid - Agreement between
agencies/jurisdictionsto assistone
another by providingresources

External
Agencies

Risk Management

I

PDBA - Post-Disaster Building

[ Public Information
Assessment - A framework for —m— Media Relations
— Internal Information

different types of assessments and |

Guidelines for Community level |

planningandresponse Operations Logistics Finance

Placard - Official notice of Section Section S

assessmentand outcome posted —Fire [ Situation

on each buildingupon assessment :E‘;'r::ge Assessmem::/:: —:ec:\;ery' i QU EST'ONSP

EOC - Emergency Operations [ Public Works N cenopecaist www.bchousing.org/about/post-

C i i £S5 Advance Planning | i aster-building-assessments
entre — A designated facility for L Health | Demobilization

the local authority to coordinate :E:‘]V';;C;r::}ﬁnt I Resources )

the overall responseand support [ inesrine L Documentation ses@bchousing.org



https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Rapid-Damage-Assessment-Form.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Building-Assessor-Registry-Approved-Credentials.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Coordination-Damage-Assessment-course.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/PDBA-guidelines-communities.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Damage-Assessment-Team-Briefing-Agenda-Sample.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Rapid-Damage-Assessment-Kit.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Worker-Care-Checklist-for-Post-Disaster-Building-Assessment.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Decision-Making-Process-Request-for-Damage-Assessors.pdf
http://bchousing.org/about/post-disaster-building-assessments/PDBA-training
https://www.bchousing.org/about/post-disaster-building-assessments
mailto:ses@bchousing.org
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PLACARDS BUILDING TYPOLOGY

INSPECTED (green) —

RESTRICTION OF USE OR
OCCUPANCY: No apparentstructure
or safety hazard was observed that
would restrictuse or occupancy

RESTRICTED USE (yellow)— MAY BE
USED WITH RESTRICTIONS:
Structure has been found to be
damaged limiting use or occupancy

UNSAFE (red) — DO NOT ENTER OR
OCCUPY (NOT A DEMOLITION
ORDER): Structure has been
seriously damaged or unsafeto use

Rapid Damage Assessment (RDA)
Quick Reference Guide - Response

Non-Complex typical single-family
homes, townhomes, and multi-
residential buildingsnotaller than4
stories.This alsoincludes small
retail/commercial and lightindustrial
Complex buildings taller than 4 stories,
irregular design, somegeotechnical risk,
andlarger retail/commercial industrial
ex. shoppingcentres, carehomes, etc.
Highly Complex buildings thatare8or
more stories, constructed of engineered
materials, represent a high geotechnical
risk. Examples mayincludeairport
terminals, hospitals,and large high-rises

RDA RESPONSIBILTIES

Damage Assesment Coordinator

* Schedulingandidentifying needs for
Post-Disaster Building Assessors

* Deployment, safety and authority of
Post-Disaster Building Assessors

* Flow of information with Assessors,
within EOC, and between agencies

* Planning, collatingand display of
assessments and maps

Damage Assessors

* Conducting Assessments safelyand
as assigned by the Coordinator

e Communicate with PDBA team
members, Coordinator & Occupants
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Complex
Buildings

PLACARD

Inspected

Restricted Use

Engineering
Assessment

l

Highly Complex
Buildings

Other Structural
& Geotechnical
Assessment

Tailored to
Building and
Situation

. The local authority has conducted
rapid damageassessments on
buildingstoidentify life safety
risks thatwould prevent or
restrictoccupancy

Red and Yellow placardscanonly
be removed by those authorized
by the local authority

* Pleasemonitor local news and
social media for updates

* Availableon Apple and Android devices
Uses publicly available property data
Captures the sameinformation as the
Assessment Form

Allows the Coordinator to see real time
updates from assessment teams
Allows for photos of each assessment
Collector for ArcGIS App canbe used in
conjunction with the Common
Operating Picture Dashboard (contact
your PREOC for access)and the RDA
Portal (contact BC Housingfor access)

REMOVING PLACARDS

INSPECTED (green) placardscanbe
removed by the building owner or
occupants of the building
RESTRICTED USE (yellow)placards
may be taken down by a licensed
contractor or as directed by the local
authority

UNSAFE (red) placards mayonlybe
taken down by the local authority
*Buildings should be re-assessed
after conditions change (ex. an
aftershock, geotech failure, etc.)



https://www.bchousing.org/publications/BCH-Placard-Inspected.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/BCH-Placard-Restricted-Use.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/BCH-Placard-Unsafe.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Rapid-Damage-Building-Inspection-Placard-FAQs.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Position-checklist-Damage-Assessor-Coordinator.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/Position-Checklist-Damage-Assessor.pdf
https://bcgov03.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=11821451d60a49168d1f7602d379abf5
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/2991489f042e457eb43435ce4030ed2b/page/page_10/
https://www.bchousing.org/publications/RDA-Placard-Assessment-and-Removal.pdf

